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Southmere Primary Academy Curriculum 

 AUTUMN SPRING SUMMER 
Theme Traditional 

Tales 
Light & Dark 

Soaring through 
the Sky 

The World Plants Animals 

Talk for Writing 
Core Texts 

 
The Gingerbread Man 

  
Peace at Last  

Jill Murphy 

 
Owl Babies 

Martin Waddell 

 
How to Catch a Star 

Oliver Jeffers 

 
The Enormous Turnip 

 
The Very Hungry 

Caterpillar 
Eric Carle 

Fiction 

Non-Fiction 

 

Non-
Fiction 

Instructions 
 

Non-
Fiction 

Explanation 

 

Non-
Fiction 

Information 
 

Non-
Fiction 

Instructions 
 

Non-
Fiction  
Recount 

 

Non-
Fiction 

Explanation 

Poetry 

 

This Little Puffin 
- I hear thunder (p.53) 

- Pitter, patter, pit, pat (p.137) 
- Watch that truck! (p.211) 

- There was a little turtle (p.261) 
- Down in the jungle (p.281)  

A Treasury of Songs 
- The Crow & the Fox 

- Keep on the Go 
- Nut Tree 

- Funny Face 
- Shuffle & Squelch  

My Many 
Coloured 

Days 
Dr Seuss  

Mad About 
Minibeasts 

Daily Storytime 
and other texts 
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Visitors, Visits & 
Experiences  

Forest School Baking - Gingerbread Men 
& Porridge 
 
Salt dough decorations 

Owl Experience 
 
Forest School 

 Planting seeds Caterpillars/Butterflies 
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COMMUNICATION & LANGUAGE 

Curriculum 
Guidance 

AUTUMN SPRING SUMMER 

 
Development 
Matters - Reception 
 
Birth to 5 Matters 
Range 6 

- Listening & 
Attention 

- Understanding 

- Speaking 
 
Statutory ELGs 

- Listening, 
Attention & 
Understanding 

- Speaking 
 

DM 4yr Obs. Checkpoint 
Can the child: 

- Use sentences of four 
to six words? 

- Use sentences joined 
up with words like 
‘because’ ‘or’ ‘and’? 

- Use future and past 
tense? 

- Answer simple why 
questions? 

 
 
Understand how to listen 
carefully and why listening 
is important.  
 
Ask questions to find out 
more and to check they 
understand what has been 
said to them. 
 
Learn new vocabulary. 
 
Develop social phrases. 
 
Engage in storytimes.  
 
Listen carefully to rhymes 
and songs, paying 
attention to how they 
sound.  

Use new vocabulary 
through the day.  
 
Ask questions to find out 
more and to check they 
understand what has been 
said to them.  
 
Use talk to help work out 
problems and organise 
thinking and activities, 
explain how things work 
and why they might 
happen. 
 
Listen to and talk about 
stories to build familiarity 
and understanding.  
 
Retell stories once they 
have developed a deep 
familiarity with the text; 
some as exact repetition 
and some in their own 
words.  
 
Learn rhymes, poems and 
songs. 
 
Listen and respond to 
ideas expressed by others 
in conversation or 
discussion. 

Articulate their ideas and thoughts in well-formed 
sentences 
 
Connect one idea or action to another using a range of 
connectives.  
 
Describe events in some detail.  
 
Use new vocabulary in different contexts.  
 
Use language to imagine and recreate roles and 
experiences in play.  
 
Engage in non-fiction texts. 
 
Listen to and talk about selected non-fiction to develop a 
deep familiarity with new knowledge and vocabulary. 
  

LISTENING, ATTENTION & UNDERSTANDING: 

• Listen attentively and respond to what they hear 
with relevant questions, comments and actions 
when being read to and during whole class 
discussions and small group interactions;  

• Make comments about what they have heard and 
ask questions to clarify their understanding;  

• Hold conversation when engaged in back-and-forth 
exchanges with their teacher and peers.  

 
SPEAKING  

• Participate in small group, class and one-to-one 
discussions, offering their own ideas, using recently 
introduced vocabulary; 

• Offer explanations for why things might happen, 
making use of recently introduced vocabulary from 
stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems when 
appropriate; 

• Express their ideas and feelings about their 
experiences using full sentences, including use of 
past, present and future tenses and making use of 
conjunctions, with modelling and support from 

their teacher. 

 

 

 
 



 

 
PERSONAL, SOCIAL & EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT (PSED)  
 

Curriculum 
Guidance 

AUTUMN SPRING SUMMER 

 

Being Me in My 
World 

Celebrating 
Difference 

Dreams and Goals Healthy Me Relationships Changing Me 

Development 
Matters - Reception 

 
Birth to 5 Matters 
Range 6 

- Making 
relationships 

- Sense of self 

- Understanding 
emotions 

 
Statutory ELGs 

- Self-Regulation 

- Managing Self 

- Building 
Relationships 

 

DM 4yr Obs. Checkpoint 
Does the child: 

- play alongside others? 

- take part in pretend 
play with familiar 
roles? 

- take part in pretend 
play with different 
roles? 

- negotiate solutions to 
conflict in play? 

 
 
See themselves as a 
valuable individual. 
 
Build constructive and 
respectful relationships. 
 
Returns to the secure base 
of a familiar adult to 
recharge and gain 
emotional support and 
practical help in difficult 
situations.  

Express their feelings and 
consider the feelings of 
others. 
 
Show resilience and 
perseverance in the face of 
challenge.  
 
Develop friendships with 
other children, which help 
them to understand 
different points of view 
and to challenge their own 
and others’ thinking.  
 
Is proactive in seeking 
adult support and able to 
articulate their wants and 
needs.  
 
Shows confidence in 
speaking to others about 
their own needs, wants, 
interests and opinions in 
familiar groups.  
 

Identify and moderate their own feelings socially and 
emotionally.  
 
Think about the perspective of others.  
 
Manage their own needs.  
 
Is increasingly flexible and co-operative as they are more 
able to understand other people’s needs, wants and 
behaviours.  
 
Is increasingly socially skilled and will take steps to 
resolve conflicts with other children by negotiating and 
finding a compromise; sometimes by themselves, 
sometimes with support.  
 
Recognises that they belong to different communities 
and social groups and communicates freely about own 
home and community.   
 
Shows confidence in choosing resources and 
perseverance in carrying out a chosen activity. 
 
Attempts to repair a relationship or situation where they 
have caused upset and understands how their actions 
impact other people.  

SELF-REGULATION 

• Show an understanding of their own feelings and 
those of others, and begin to regulate their 
behaviour accordingly; 

• Set and work towards simple goals, being able to 
wait for what they want and control their 
immediate impulses when appropriate;  

• Give focused attention to what the teacher says, 
responding appropriately even when engaged in 
activity, and show an ability to follow instructions 
involving several ideas or actions.  

 
MANAGING SELF 

• Be confident to try new activities and show 
independence, resilience and perseverance in the 
face of challenge;  

• Explain the reasons for rules, know right from 
wrong and try to behave accordingly;  

• Manage their own basic hygiene and personal 
needs, including dressing, going to the toilet and 
understanding the importance of healthy food 
choices.  

 
BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS 

• Work and play cooperatively and take turns with 
others; 

• Form positive attachments to adults and 
friendships with peers;  

• Show sensitivity to their own and to others’ needs. 

 



 

 

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT 

Curriculum 
Guidance 

AUTUMN SPRING SUMMER 

Development 
Matters - Reception 
 
Birth to 5 Matters 
Range 6 

- Moving & 
Handling 

- Health & Self-
Care 

 
Statutory ELGs 

- Gross Motor 
Skills 

- Fine Motor Skills 
 

Revise and refine the 
fundamental movement 
skills they have already 
acquired: 

- Rolling 

- Crawling 

- Walking 

- Jumping 

- Running 

- Hopping 

- Skipping 

- Climbing 
 

Develop their small motor 
skills so that they can use a 
range of tools 
competently, safely and 
confidently (including 
pencils, paintbrushes, 
scissors, knives, forks, and 
spoons).  
 
Use simple tools to effect 
changes to materials. 
 
Show preference for a 
dominant hand.  
 
Begin to use anticlockwise 
movement and retrace 
vertical lines.  

Progress towards a more 
fluent style of moving, with 
developing control and 
grace.  
 
Use their core muscle 
strength to achieve a good 
posture when sitting at a 
table or sitting on the 
floor.  
 
Confidently and safely use 
a range of large and small 
apparatus indoors and 
outside, alone and in a 
group.  
 
Develop overall body-
strength, balance, co-
ordination and agility.  
 
Further develop the skills 
they need to manage the 
school day successfully: 

- lining up and queuing 

- mealtimes 

- personal hygiene 
 
Begin to form recognisable 
letters independently.  
 
Describes physical changes 
to the body that can occur. 

Develop the overall body strength, co-ordination, balance 
and agility needed to engage successfully with future 
physical education disciplines. 
 
Combine different movements with ease and fluency.  
 
Further develop and refine a range of ball skills including: 
throwing, catching, kicking, passing, batting and aiming. 
 
Develop confidence, competence, precision and accuracy 
when engaging in activities that involve a ball.  
 
Develop the foundations of a handwriting style which is 
fast, accurate and efficient.  
 
Know and talk about the different factors that support 
their overall health and wellbeing: 

- physical activity,  

- healthy eating,  

- toothbrushing,  

- sensible amounts of ‘screen time’,  

- sleep routine,  

- being a safe pedestrian.  
 
Use a pencil and hold it effectively to form recognisable 
letters, most of which are correctly formed.  
 
Show understanding of how to transport and store 
equipment safely.  
 
Practise some appropriate safety measures without 
direct supervision.  

GROSS MOTOR SKILLS 

• Negotiate space and obstacles safely, with 
consideration for themselves and others;  

• Demonstrate strength, balance and coordination 
when playing;  

• Move energetically, such as running, jumping, 
dancing, hopping, skipping and climbing.  

 
FINE MOTOR SKILLS 

• Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent 
writing – using the tripod grip in almost all cases;  

• Use a range of small tools, including scissors, paint 
brushes and cutlery;  

• Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing 
 

 



 
LITERACY 

Curriculum 
Guidance 

AUTUMN SPRING SUMMER 

Talk for 
Writing 

Fi
ct

io
n

 

      

N
o

n
-f

ic
ti

o
n

 

        

P
o

e
tr

y 

    

Development 
Matters - Reception 
 
Birth to 5 Matters 
Range 6 

- Reading 

- Writing 
 
Statutory ELGs 

- Comprehension 

- Word Reading 

- Writing 
 
 
 

Read individual letters by saying sounds for them (in line 
with ELS Phonics Progression) 
 
Blend sounds into words so that they can read short 
words made up of known letter-sound correspondences.  
 
Read some letter groups that each represent one sound 
and say sounds for them (in line with SMPA Phonics 
Progression) 
 
Begin to name the letters of the alphabet. 
 
Read Reception ELS Harder to Read and Spell words in 
line with phonics progression. 
 
Read captions and simple phrases made up of words with 
known letter-sound correspondences and, where 
necessary, a few exception words. 

Read individual letters and some letter groups (that each 
represent one sound) and say sounds for them (in line 
with ELS Phonics Progression) 
 
Blend sounds into words so that they can read short 
words made up of known letter-sound correspondences.  
 
Read Reception ELS Harder to Read and Spell words in 
line with phonics progression. 
 
Read simple phrases and sentences made up of words 
with known letter-sound correspondences and, where 
necessary, a few exception words. 
 
Re-read books to build up their confidence in word 
reading, their fluency and their understanding and 
enjoyment. 
 

COMPREHENSION 

• Demonstrate understanding of what has been read 
to them by retelling stories and narratives using 
their own words and recently introduced 
vocabulary;  

• Anticipate – where appropriate – key events in 
stories;  

• Use and understand recently introduced 
vocabulary during discussions about stories, non-
fiction, rhymes and poems and during role-play. 

 
WORD READING 

• Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at 
least 10 digraphs;   

• Read words consistent with their phonic 
knowledge by sound-blending;  



  
Re-read books to build up their confidence in word 
reading, their fluency and their understanding and 
enjoyment.  
 
Begin to form upper- and lower-case letters correctly.  
 
Spell words by identifying the sounds and then writing 
the sound with letter/s. 
 
Enjoy an increasing range of print and digital books, both 
fiction and non-fiction.  
 
Describe main story settings, events and principal 
characters.  
 
Recall and discuss stories or information that has been 
read to them, or they have read themselves.  
 
Enjoy creating texts to communicate meaning for an 
increasingly wide range of purposes. 
 
Give meaning to the mark they make as they draw, write, 
paint and type. 
 
Begin to apply their phonic knowledge, writing 
recognisable letters in sequence. 
 
Apply developing phonic knowledge to write things such 
as labels and captions.  
 

Form upper- and lower-case letters correctly. 
 
Write short sentences with words and known sound-
letter correspondences, beginning to demarcate them 
using capital letters and full stops. 
 
Re-read what they have written to check that it makes 
sense.  
 
Engage with books and other reading materials at an 
increasingly deeper level, drawing on their phonic 
knowledge to decode words, and their knowledge of 
language structure, subject knowledge and illustrations 
to interpret the text.  

• Read aloud simple sentences and books that are 
consistent with their phonic knowledge, including 
some common exception words.  

 
WRITING 

• Write recognisable letters, most of which are 
correctly formed;  

• Spell words by identifying sounds in them and 
representing the sounds with a letter or letters; 

• Write simple phrases and sentences that can be 
read by others. 



Reception Phonics 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 
MATHEMATICS 

Curriculum 
Guidance 

AUTUMN SPRING SUMMER 

 
Mastering 
Number 

 
  

 

   

 
Statutory ELGs 

- Number 

- Numerical 
Patterns 

 
 
 

Match and sort 
 
Compare amounts 
 
Compare size, mass, and 
capacity 
 
Exploring Pattern 

Representing numbers to 5 
 
Comparing numbers to 5 
 
One more and less 
 
Shape: 

- Circles 

- Triangles 

- Squares and 
rectangles 

 

Introducing zero  
 
Comparing numbers to 5 
 
Composition of 4 & 5 
 
Representing 6, 7 & 8 
 
Making pairs 
 
Combining 2 groups 
 

Representing 9 & 10 
 
Comparing numbers to 10 
 
Number bonds to 10 
 
3D shapes 
 
Pattern 

Representing numbers 
beyond 10 
 
Composition of numbers 
beyond 10 
 
Counting patterns beyond 
10 
 
Adding more 
 
Taking away 

NUMBER 

• Have a deep 
understanding of 
number to 10, including 
the composition of each 
number;  

• Subitise (recognise 
quantities without 
counting) up to 5;  

• Automatically recall 
(without reference to 
rhymes, counting or 
other aids) number 
bonds up to 5 (including 



Positional Language 
 
Time 

Compare Mass 
 
Compare Capacity 
 
Length & Height 
 
Time 

 
Doubling 
 
Sharing & grouping 
 
Even and odd 
 
Spatial Reasoning 
 
Match, Rotate and 
Manipulate 
 
Compose and decompose 
 
Visualise and build 

subtraction facts) and 
some number bonds to 
10, including double 
facts. 

 
NUMERICAL PATTERNS 

• Verbally count beyond 
20, recognising the 
pattern of the counting 
system; 

• Compare quantities up 
to 10 in different 
contexts, recognising 
when one quantity is 
greater than, less than 
or the same as the other 
quantity;  

• Explore and represent 
patterns within 
numbers up to 10, 
including evens and 
odds, double facts and 
how quantities can be 
distributed equally. 

 

  



 
UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD 

Curriculum 
Guidance 

AUTUMN SPRING SUMMER 

Development 
Matters – Reception  
 
Birth to 5 Matters 
Range 6 

- People and 
Communities 

- The World 

- Technology 

 
Statutory ELGs 

- Past and Present 

- People, Culture 
& Communities 

- The Natural 
World 

 

Talk about members of their immediate family and 
community.  
 
Name and describe people who are familiar to them. 
 
Comment on images of familiar situations in the past. 
 
Draw information from a simple map. 
 
  

Recognise some similarities and differences between life 
in this country and life in other countries.  
 
Explore the natural world around them. 
 
Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst outside.  
 
Recognise some environments that are different to the 
one in which they live.  

PAST AND PRESENT 

• Talk about the lives of the people around them and 
their roles in society; 

• Know some similarities and differences between 
things in the past and now, drawing on their 
experiences and what has been read in class;  

• Understand the past through settings, characters and 
events encountered in books read in class and 
storytelling.  

 
PEOPLE, CULTURE & COMMUNITIES  

• Describe their immediate environment using 
knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-
fiction texts and maps;  

• Know some similarities and differences between 
different religious and cultural communities in this 
country, drawing on their experiences and what has 
been read in class;  

• Explain some similarities and differences between life 
in this country and life in other countries, drawing on 
knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and – when 
appropriate – maps.  

 
THE NATURAL WORLD 

• Explore the natural world around them, making 
observations and drawing pictures of animals and 
plants; 

• Know some similarities and differences between the 
natural world around them and contrasting 
environments, drawing on their experiences and what 
has been read in class;  

• Understand some important processes and changes in 
the natural world around them, including the seasons 
and changing states of matter. 

Recognise that people have different beliefs and celebrate special times in different ways.  
 
Explore the natural world around them. 
 
Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst outside. 
 
Understand the effect of the changing seasons on the natural world around them.  
 
Uses ICT hardware to interact with age-appropriate computer software. 
 
Develops digital literacy skills by being able to access, understand and interact with a range of technologies. 
 
Can use the internet with adult supervision to find and retrieve information of interest to them.  

 
MFL - Spanish 

Nursery Rhymes Greetings Numbers 1-10 & Colours 



 

 
EXPRESSIVE ARTS & DESIGN  

Curriculum 
Guidance 

AUTUMN SPRING SUMMER 

Development 
Matters – Reception  
 
Birth to 5 Matters 
Range 6 

- Creating with 
Materials 

- Being 
Imaginative & 
Expressive 

 
Statutory ELGs 

- Creating with 
Materials 

- Being 
Imaginative & 
Expressive 

 

Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to 
express their ideas and feelings.  
 
Create collaboratively sharing ideas, resources and skills. 
 
Listen attentively, move to, and talk about music, 
expressing their feelings and responses.  
 
Sing in a group or on their own, increasingly matching the 
pitch and following the melody.  
 
Makes music in a range of ways. 
 
Use their increasing knowledge of tools and materials to 
explore their interests and enquiries and develop their 
thinking.  
 
Create representations of both imaginary and real-life 
ideas, events, people, and objects.  
 
Respond imaginatively to art works and objects 

Return to, and build on, their previous learning, refining 
ideas and developing their ability to represent them.  
 
Create collaboratively sharing ideas, resources and skills. 
 
Watch and talk about dance and performance art, 
expressing their feelings and responses.  
 
Develop storylines in their pretend play.  
 
Explore and engage in music making and dance, 
performing solo or in groups.  
 
Develop their own ideas through experimentation with 
diverse materials, e.g., light, projected image, loose parts, 
watercolours, powder paint, to express and communicate 
their discoveries and understanding.  
 
Choose particular movements, instruments/sounds, 
colours and materials for their own imaginative purposes. 
 
Play co-operatively as part of a group to create, develop 
and act out an imaginary idea or narrative.  

CREATING WITH MATERIALS 

• Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools 
and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, 
texture, form and function;  

• Share their creations, explaining the process they 
have used; 

• Make use of props and materials when role playing 
characters in narratives and stories.  

 
BEING IMAGINATIVE & EXPRESSIVE  

• Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories 
with peers and their teacher; 

• Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and 
songs;  

• Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with 
others, and – when appropriate – try to move in 
time with music. 

 

 

 


