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Parents and Carers



Southmere Primary Academy
Ewart Street
Bradford
BD7 3NR

Tel: 01274 422040

Email: info@smpa.org.uk



It is our mission to offer every child a 
high-quality early years education in a

supportive, safe and challenging
environment in which they feel valued and
are inspired to become life-long learners
who aim to ‘Be the best they can be’.



Welcome to Southmere Primary Academy EYFS

Thank you for choosing Southmere Primary Academy
for your child’s education. 

The following information is intended to give you a
better understanding of the structure and work
carried out in our Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)
classes. As parents/carers, your support and co-
operation play a vital part in your child’s education,
and we look forward to working in partnership with
you to support your child’s learning and development. 

It is our mission to offer every child at Southmere
Primary Academy a high-quality education in a
supportive, safe and challenging environment in which
they feel valued and are inspired to become life-long
learners who aim to ‘Be the best they can be’.

In the EYFS at Southmere Primary Academy, we
believe that all children are entitled to the best
possible start in their school life, both intellectually
and emotionally, to enable them to develop their full
potential.

Miss C Mayers                      Mrs R Binns
EYFS Lead                            Head of Academy



Every child is a Unique Child, who is constantly learning and can
be resilient, capable, confident and self-assured

Children learn to be strong and independent through Positive
Relationships

Children learn and develop well in Enabling Environments with
teaching and support from adults, who respond to their individual
interests and needs and help them build their learning over time.
Children benefit from a strong partnership between practitioners
and parents/carers.

Children develop and learn at different rates. The framework
covers the education and care of all children in early years
provision, including children with special educational needs and
disabilities. 

The curriculum: What we want children to learn

Teaching in the EYFS is delivered in accordance with the
government’s statutory document ’The Statutory Framework for the
Early Years Foundation Stage’. This document states that four guiding
principles should shape practice in every early years setting. These
are:

 

 
 

The curriculum is centred on 3 prime areas of learning: 



And four specific areas which strengthen the prime areas. These are:

These areas of Learning and Development address children’s physical,
cognitive, linguistic, social and emotional development. No one
aspect of development stands in isolation from the others as all Areas
of Learning and Development are closely interlinked. This ensures the
delivery of a holistic, child-centred curriculum which allows children
to make lots of links between what they are learning. All areas of
Learning and Development are given equal weighting and value. 

We designed our curriculum with the strengths and needs of the
children of Southmere in mind. Our broad, rich, balanced Early Years
curriculum provides a context to develop personal, social and
emotional skills, communication and language skills, and physical
skills, and apply and practice those skills, particularly in reading and
oracy. Many children are multilingual: we celebrate the different
languages and also put a strong focus on helping children to learn
English. We recognise that many children may have limited access to
open green spaces therefore we offer lots of learning outdoors to
build children’s confidence and physical strength and co-ordination,
for example through our outdoor continuous provision as well as
recently introducing Forest School sessions. 
The goals are ambitious. They provide an overview of many of the
different things we would like children to know and be able to do by
the end of their time in Nursery and Reception. 



Typical daily timetable

One of our main aims at the start of the year in September 
is for children to settle in quickly and happily, to develop their
personal and social skills encouraging independence and
responsibility. PSED, Physical Development, and Communication and
Language form a significant part of our daily curriculum. 

A combination of child-initiated and adult-led activities ensure
children can learn through their interests as well as being introduced
to new concepts and learning through focused adult-led group
sessions.

Our Reception curriculum builds on the opportunities and experiences
children have had in Nursery, with more formal opportunities for
learning through daily Literacy, Phonics and Maths sessions.

8.30    School starts 
8.30    Morning Work
8.50    Phonics
9.30    Provision and adult-led activities
10.45   Maths
11.30    Lunchtime
12.30   Literacy 
1.00     Provision and adult-led activities 
2.20    Milk and Snack
2.30    Curriculum input 
3.00    Story time 
3.15     Home time

We also have weekly Music lessons delivered by Bradford Music
Service, focusing on developing our singing and performance skills. 



Learning Journeys

Tapestry is an online Learning Journal which staff 
use to record observations of children’s learning 
and achievements throughout the EYFS. 
These observations are used to support and evidence teachers'
assessments.
Following recent reforms to the EYFS Framework, only key points in
children's learning are formally recorded. Staff observe children
through their day-to-day interactions and support and extend their
learning using a variety of approaches appropriate to the child.

Home-School Communication

At Southmere we use ClassDojo to support 
communication between home and school. Children 
receive ‘Dojos’ as rewards which they can they can then spend in the
academy ‘Swap Shop’. 
Weekly newsletters are shared via ClassDojo by Mrs Binns, as well as
other important information about things happening in and around
school.
On our class page we also share updates about what we are learning
about in class.
Log in information for you and your child will be sent home in the first
week of school.



Phonics and Early Reading

Early phonics and Literacy skills are introduced in Nursery through
daily Phase 1 phonics sessions. Phase 1 concentrates on developing
children’s speaking and listening skills and lays the foundations for
phonic work which starts in Phase 2 at the end of Nursery and in
Reception. The emphasis is to get children attuned to the sounds
around them and ready to begin oral blending and segmenting skills.

At Southmere we use the DfE Validated phonics programme Essential
Letters and Sounds (ELS).

ELS teaches children the link between the 
sounds of our language (phonemes) and the 
written representation of these sounds 
(graphemes), or the spellings of the sounds 
contained within the English language. 

ELS Overview
Phase 1 to 5 



When your child joins Southmere, they will receive 
a free book bag. It is important that Reception 
children bring their book bag to school every 
day, so their home-reading book can be 
checked and changed regularly. We also ask 
that you read regularly with your child at home 
and sign your child’s Reading Record whenever 
they read at home.

Home reading books will be changed weekly.
The aim is for children to read home reading books fluently and
confidently and demonstrate their secure knowledge of the sounds
and Harder to Read and Spell (HRS) words they have learnt so far. 

Children will also have a Harder to Read and Spell Word Booklet in
their bookbags which can be used to practise reading these words at
home.

Reception Reading Challenge

Over the course of their Reception year, your child will also get the
opportunity to bring home the books from our ‘Reception Reading
Challenge’. These are books for you to share and enjoy with your
children.
Children will bring home a different Reading Challenge book each
week. Please ensure these are looked after and returned each week.





Writing

A lot needs to happen before your child can pick up a pen and write.
They need to learn to coordinate hand and eye movements,
strengthen their hands and fingers so they can grip and develop
balance for pencil control to name but a few.

We plan for many activities which will strengthen the muscles needed
for writing throughout. These include outdoor play where children can
climb, construct using large crates and blocks, practise throwing and
catching balls, using play dough, picking up small objects with
tweezers and developing scissor skills.
 

Children are introduced to letter formation through our daily ELS
Phonics sessions, with many opportunities planned for them to
practice the formation and orientation of letters before putting pen
to paper. Each letter has a 'mnemonic' associated with it, which helps
children remember how to form the letter, for example:

    's' - swerve around the snake



Once children have developed the appropriate fine motor control
and are able to hold a pencil correctly, we learn how to form letters
on whiteboards and paper.

Additional support will be provided for those children who have not
developed a 'tripod' grip. 

Children are taught to form lower case letters as shown below:

In EYFS children do not join their letters.  

Outdoor and Messy Play

The outdoor environment plays an important part in the EYFS
curriculum, providing many opportunities for children to apply their
learning in a range of situations. We all go outside in all weather,
even if it is raining, snowing or windy. Working and exploring the
outdoors also provides unique opportunities which children would not
experience indoors, for example investigating the weather, learning
about plants and animals, and having the opportunity to develop
gross-motor skills.



Children will also have the opportunity to explore ‘messy’ play, in
areas such as paint, playdough, water, sand and gluing. 

A selection of waterproof jackets, trousers and wellies are available
for children to wear, however if children have their own wellies if
would be useful if they could wear these to school in wet or snowy
weather.

We strive to keep all children as clean as possible but there will be
circumstances where your child will get dirty (this is the fun part of
being a child!) You are welcome to send into school a spare outfit
which your child can change into if needed. This will be kept on their
peg in the classroom.

Fruit and Milk

All children will be provided with a carton of 
milk and a piece of fruit each day.

Soya milk can be provided for any children 
with allergies. 



Royal blue V-neck jumper, cardigan or sweatshirt (with or without
logo) 
Grey or black trousers/skirt 
White polo shirt, shirt or blouse 

Blue gingham checked summer dress 
Grey or black shorts.

Lunchtime Arrangements
 
All children in Reception are 
entitled to free school meals 
under the Government’s Universal Free School Meals scheme. Each
day children select from a hot meal, including a Halal option, a
vegetarian option, a sandwich or a jacket potato. 

Alternatively, children can bring a packed lunch from home.

Children will be accompanied by their teacher in the dining hall,
supporting them to collect their meal, and encouraging them to cut
up their own food. 

Please complete and return a Free School Meals form (included with
this pack) and your child will receive a free school jumper, regardless
of eligibility. 

Uniform

All children are expected to wear school uniform. 

The uniform for children in Nursery to Year 5 consists of: 

In warmer weather, children can also wear: 

Please ensure you label all school uniform and equipment, including
coats, with your child’s name and class. The academy accepts no
responsibility for lost items of clothing.

Uniform with the academy logo can be ordered online from:
www.sptuniforms.co.uk 



To achieve and maintain a target of 97% whole school
attendance. 
To reduce persistent absence. 
To ensure excellence and enjoyment for every child by providing
a safe environment and a relevant curriculum that meets the
needs and interests of all our pupils. 
To tackle poor attendance rigorously with a consistent and
transparent approach so being firm and fair. 
To support families where attendance is poor by removing any
barriers that may attribute to poor attendance. 
To raise aspirations and expectations for our children and their
families so changing cultural attitudes in the long term. 
To stop all holidays in term time for the purposes of holidays
including visiting relatives for whatever reason. 
To safeguard all our children where there are safety concerns
such as a children missing in education by working positively with
external agencies such as the ESW service and Children’s Social
Care.

Attendance

At Southmere Primary Academy we are 
committed to the improvement and 
sustainability of excellent attendance, and therefore are proactive in
tackling poor attendance. Our aim is to achieve and maintain a
whole school target of at least 97% and to reduce persistent
absence. The academy will work in partnership with parents and
extended services in improving attendance and therefore raising
achievement for all our children. 

Children are expected to attend school on time, 

every day and any absences must be reported 

on the day via the Main Office who can be 

contacted on 01274 422040.

Our Aims



Recognise their name by sight
Dress and undress, for example taking off a jumper/cardigan or
putting on gloves and a scarf
Put on and take off their coat independently
Zip up their coat independently
Use a toilet independently
Use a knife and fork correctly and independently
Complete some simple tasks independently, e.g. putting away toys
or following a simple instruction
Handle books carefully and correctly, turning one page at a time

Things you can do at home to support your child’s transition to school

We spend a great deal of time encouraging your child to be
independent in all they do. Your child will find this easier in school if
you have spent time preparing them before they begin.

Try to encourage them to:

Please make sure that all of your child’s school belongings are labelled
with their name. This includes all items of school uniform, their coat,
hats, scarfs and gloves, their book bag, and shoes.

Please make sure your child can manage their own clothes and shoes –
zips and Velcro fasteners are easier than buttons and laces.


